50                       THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

out of which a hundred and thirty smaller branches
grow. Covetousness has twenty. Gluttony five, and
Lechery five. The presentation of vital truths in
simple language., rather than originality, is aimed at in
the homilies on the various phases of Christian dogma
or faith. Lourens is laid largely under contribution
for everything, and the old French friar must certainly
have possessed one of the finest intellects of his century
to have been such a source of religious inspiration and
helpfulness for more than three hundred years.

Following the rhymed chronicle of the Sins5 there
comes this curious and homely piece of rhyming which
again brings in the fatal seven, and which is called "a
remembrance of the instability of the world/5

Would every man bethink on his beginning
From whence he came and whereunto he shall,
Then would they serve alike both duke and king
And every lord both great and small.
Little wot they when they sit on their bench,
When Death will come, and off it make them fall;
Away from him they may not ever wrench,
Though he be the greatest lord of all.
And for as one thing to thy minde call;
Trust not thy wisdom nor thine heir,
But do well here whate'er befall,
For this world is but a chery fare.

But well were he that were so wise,
That could be ware ere he be woe,
He were a man of full great price
In this world that could do so.
We waxe" now so worldly nice
We cast our wits full far us fro,
Like to a player at the dice,
We wot not well whereto to go